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Upton Grange Presents  
Citizen of Year award 
Russell Wood 

was honored 

as the 2017 

Upton Citizen 

of the Year by 

Upton Grange  

#125. Russell 

received his 

award at the 

April Meeting 

during National 

Grange Month. Everyone, it seems knows ñRussò. If 

something is planned or needed for the good of the 

community, it seems you will find Russ pitching in. Russ 

and wife Pat are life-long Upton ñtowniesò and their fam-

ily has a long tradition of community service. While 

working a full-time job, Russ still makes time to served 

the Upton community. He's a member of the Upton His-

toric Commission, a member of the CPC, the past Presi-

dent, current member & volunteer in the Upton Histori-

cal Society, and Commander of Marshall Leland Post 

173 of the American Legion. It seems Russ is every-

where, always with a quick friendly smile, and a helping 

hand, always making some great burgers at the VFW 

cruise night during the summer and at the refreshment 

table at Historical Society meetings. Russell Wood is 

known to be a true friend to the people of Upton and ex-

emplifies the spirit of Upton. 
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From the Editorõs Desk 
 It is hard to believe that May is already here.  There are 

lots of things going on with many preparations being made for 

Memorial Day.  Most Granges are being visited by deputies 

and other state officers, who are filling the role of ñOfficial Visit-

ation.ò 

 There was lots of great news sent in for this issue.  Many 

Granges are giving out Community Citizens Awards as well as 

other recognition awards.   

 Upcoming events include a Healthy Choice Seminar at 

Acushnet Grange, Upton Grange 3rd annual Agriculture Day, 

Niagara Falls trip, Junior Grange Day, a Family Fun Day at 

Southwick Zoo, are just a few mentioned in this issue of SGN. 

Youth members who plan to attend the Northeast Regional 

Youth Conference should make sure they get their registration 

and other  forms in by June 1st.  (Psst...thatôs only 3 weeks 

away). 

 If you missed the April deadline for the State Grange Ag-

ricultural Education Grants program, the next application dead-

line will be July 15th.  If you were thinking about going on the 

Niagara Falls trip youôd better hop to it, that trip is the 20th and 

the full amount will be due. 

 The daffodils have passed, and the tulips are in full 

bloom.   Take time to smell the flowers.   
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From the Masterõs Desk 
 Change is good! The Pomona Grange Forum held at 

the end of April was very productive. Your representativeôs 

lengthy discussion resulted in recommendations to 

strengthen the Pomona Granges and how the Pomonas 

can support the Subordinate Granges. The results will be 

forthcoming. 

 The June election of officers will soon be upon us and 

I would like to share some observations and comments.  

 Change is good!  Many of our Granges are becoming 

stagnant doing the same things meeting after meeting, year 

after year. Variety can be the key to invigorating your 

Grange. We have a Grange that has a unique approach to 

their meetings. Although they have an elected Master, who 

carries out the responsibilities of the Office, all members are 

encouraged to fill the office of Master for a meeting. The 

elected Master then fills the office of his substitute. 

This has resulted in more enthusiasm at their meetings and 

increased participation by the members. 

 Change is good!  During a recent visit to a Grange an 

experiment was conducted in regards to the offices of the 

Grange. The purpose of which was to determine the interest 

among the member in the various offices. All members were 

asked to go to the station of the office in which they would 

be interested in holding. The current officers could not re-

main at their station. Without hesitation member went to the 

office of their choice. The experiment was a success. The 

results showed that there are members interested in serving 

their Grange as officers. 

 Change is good! Remember, no member is entitled to 

a given office. Lack of change will create an atmosphere of 

exclusiveness and be detrimental to the growth of your 

Grange. New members should be encouraged to become 

officers. 

 Who knows what talents they may have to help your 

Grange. 
   
 May your Grange experience renewed vigor as you 

plan for the future. 

 

 George 
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Lecturerõs Column 

Continued next page 

Well-known circus greats, P. T. Barnum, James Bailey, 

and Ringling Brothers all operated separately around the same 

time as the founding of the Grange.   When Bailey began look-

ing to buy Columbia, the first baby elephant born in the U.S., 

competition became greater between Barnum and Bailey.  The 

two men decided to purchase the elephant together and com-

bined their shows to become the Barnum & Bailey Circus.  Fol-

lowing Barnumôs death in 1891, Bailey continued touring the 

east coast and then went to Europe for a special tour from 

1897 ï 1902. 

With the Barnum & Bailey circus moving out of the coun-

try and with the railroad expansion, the Ringling Brothers, op-

erating in Wisconsin since 1884, was able to move their circus 

from the Midwest to the east.  With this competition, Bailey be-

gan operating west of the Rockies in 1905.   Baileyôs death the 

following year prompted the Ringling brothers to buy the Bar-

num & Bailey Greatest Show on Earth and run two separate 

circuses until 1919.  At this time, the two Ringling Brothers re-

maining in the business merged the two shows into the 

Ringling Bros. and Barnum & Bailey Combined Shows, debut-

ing in New York City.  Under the management of Feld Enter-

tainment, the elephant show was removed from the circus last 

year.  This month, óThe Greatest Show on Earthô is closing its 

curtains for the last time. 

A few final questions:  1) Where is its last performance 

scheduled to be held on May 21
st
?  2) What famous family 

formed a seven-person pyramid on a high wire?  3) On July 6, 

1944, what happened during the performance in Hartford, CT? 

4) What was the name of the 1952 movie starring Betty Hutton, 

Cornel Wilde, Charlton Heston, and James Stewart who ap-

peared alongside the circus performers, animals, and carloads 

of equipment? 

 

Northeast Lecturerôs Conference 

            Lecturers and anyone else interested in having a good 

time enjoying programs on the theme of ñSchool Daysò and at-

tending workshops on topics related to Grange as well as tech-

nology and health are invited to attend this yearôs conference 

at Castleton University in Vermont July 31
st
 ï August 2

nd
.  The 
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conference schedule and registration form are included in this 

issue. 

 If you attend the complete conference, the cost is $190/

person double occupancy and $220 for a single room.  Triple 

occupancy is not available this year.   For those who are not 

able to attend the entire conference, rates by the day, individu-

al meals, and commuter fee are offered. 

Make checks payable to Northeast Grange Lecturers As-

sociation.  The participant must completely fill in the form, in-

clude any special needs or requests (be specific), and sign it.  

Send your completed form with your full payment before 

June 30
th
 to Linda Sanderson, 229 Mears Rd., Milton, VT  

05468.  A confirmation receipt will be sent to the participant. 

 In addition to the conference cost, a separate $10 fee, 

payable to me, with the small registration card must be sent to 

my home address, 26 Glenwood Pl., Rutland, MA  01543. In 

return, I will send directions and additional information. 

 

Creative Writing Contest  

 Not only can you reflect upon your school days experi-

ences during Lecturersô Conference, but also you can put your 

thoughts into a rhyming poem with a minimum of four and a 

maximum of eight stanzas.  Junior Grange members are en-

couraged to enter this yearôs contest with any poem that has a 

minimum of five lines and a maximum of twelve lines on the 

subject of ñThe Best Summer Vacation.ò 

 Are you a sports fan?  Consider writing an essay, three 

pages or less, double-spaced on the topic ñMy First Trip to a 

Sporting Event.ò  Juniors can submit an essay, at least one 

double-spaced page, entitled ñMy Favorite Subject in School.ò 

 Another opportunity to display your writing skills is to 

write a skit with the following criteria: 1) must be all original ma-

terial; 2) no more than 4 characters; 3) must be 5 to 10 minutes 

in length when performed 

All creative writing entries are due to me by September 

15
th
.   I am very excited that I have already received one and 

am looking forward to many more! 

 

Win -A -Program  

Kristin Paulson, Lecturer of Upton Grange, is the latest 

winner of a program chosen from those submitting the March Continued next page 
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quarterly report within ten days.  I look forward to presenting a 

program and visiting with the members. 

 

Visitation Contest for Subordinate Granges  

 When I attended Shelburne Grange to present a program 

that Lecturer Muriel Antes had won, I noticed she was busy 

signing orange visitation cards for the visiting Granges.  I hope 

the Master, Lecturer, and/or Secretary of other Granges are 

just as busy.  Each time, two or more members of a Subordi-

nate attend a meeting of another Grange, simply fill out the re-

quired information and have it signed.  Send your orange card

(s) to me by September 1
st
 to be eligible for cash prizes, 

awarded in three categories based upon the size of the 

Grange. 

 

Grange Quote of the Month:  ñThe wild flowers are making 

the woods and the hills glorious with their beauty; orchards are 

in bloom, and the air is redolent with their perfume; plowing the 

fields has begun and soon the sower will go forth to sow.  Addi-

tional Laborers and Maids are needed for work in field and 

household, and we accept you as willing workers, now in wait-

ing for the tasks to which you will be assigned: For in our fra-

ternity there is work for all, and idler has no place among Pa-

trons of Husbandry.ò  (Overseer, First Degree) 

 

Itôs wonderful to see nature come to life again after winter 

snow and winds have stopped and warmer temperatures now 

prevail.  Farmers and gardeners will soon be preparing the soil 

and planting the seed in anticipation of a bountiful harvest.   In 

our Granges, plans for our tried and true activities as well as 

new ventures are underway to activate members of the 

Grange and the community. 
 

Big Top cheers to those who answered: 1)Nassau Veterans 

Memorial Coliseum , Uniondale, NY;  2) Wallenda;  3) the tent 

caught on fire;  4) ñThe Greatest Show on Earthò, directed and 

produced by Cecil B. DeMille. 

 

  Until next time  é.. 

    Janet Segur 
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The 2017 Envirothon on May 18th 

 This yearôs Envirothon will be held at Drumlin Farm in 

Lincoln, MA on May 18th. As in the past, the State Grange will 

again be a major sponsor of the event, when lunch will be óon 

usô! While we donôt actually do the cooking, we do support a 

healthy box lunch for all attendees. 

 Teams from across Massachusetts will be competing for 

top honors as they address a multitude of environmental con-

cerns and disciplines, with the 2017 focus on soil and water 

conservation. During the day each team will present their re-

search from a study of soil conservation in their home town. 

The judges for these presentations are vol-

unteers from several agriculture and con-

servation organizations throughout the 

state. Those representing the Grange are 

Kathy Peterson, Warren Chamberlain and 

Scott Davis. 

 Recently these same Grangers en-

joyed the privilege of presenting the 

Grange check to the Envirothon committee 

at a workshop held in Holden, MA, and 

took this opportunity for a photo, also in 

this Newsletter. From the workshop, the following statement 

says it all: "For nearly three decades, the Massachusetts Envi-

rothon has engaged young people in hands-on exploration of 

soil, water, wildlife, and forest resources, and investigation of 

the important environmental issues affecting themselves, their 

families, and their communities. This yearôs Envirothon teams 

will look at the essential, fundamental ecosystem services that 

soil and water provide, and at decisions and actions for the 

management and protection of this ecological foundation." 

 Besides May 18th, another event to mark on your calen-

dars is the Boxborough Grange meeting on May 12th. That 

night the Envirothon team of Acton/Boxborough Regional High 

School will offer a preview of their presentation. Itôs a wonder-

ful opportunity for Grangers to discover the work that goes into 

this program, and also a great dress rehearsal for the team. I 

hope you can attend one or both of these events. 

 

Scott Davis 


