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The  
State Grange News 
The official publication of  the Massachusetts State Grange 

 The Iôm a DOĿer campaign was launched during 

National Grange Session on Nov. 15 by National Grange 

President Betsy Huber. The campaign, which is aimed at 

getting people involved in their communities and civic or-

ganizations in their area, is connected to Huberôs nation-

wide tour that begins in 2017.   

 To get involved in the overall campaign, Grangers 

can look to social media. On the jointhedoers.org website-

Grangers can find links to all our social media as well as a 

tour schedule for Betsy during the 2017 calendar year.   

 Social media will be our primary way of interacting 

with the community and a way to show the success of the 

campaign. We will be posting stories of how people can 

be more involved in their community and ideas of what 

people or groups can do in the name of the campaign.    

 Stock graphics to post on social media will also be 

made available to all Granges to use to advertise what 

they are doing in their area as well as the campaign in 

general.  The Iôm a doer movement will also focus on 

getting more people involved in civic organizations, not 

just Grange, so any partnerships with other organizations 

on community service projects this year is highly recom-

mended.    

   (More on this campaign on page 3) 

...are  you? 
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From the Editor’s Desk 
    The New Year has made it past all the ups and downs of the 

old year, and many people are glad to see a new slate, 2017. 

 This month I have received word on the newest Distin-

guished Grange program from National, and they have raised 

the bar on what it will take to become a DG.  With the new pro-

grams that are being rolled out, there is much to tap into, but 

the most important at this time is the ñDOerò program.  I felt it 

was important enough to put on our front page. 

 Amber Vaill provided SGN with the article on Agriculture 

Education and it provides information on what your Grange 

can do to help spread the good word of Agriculture. 

 The MDAR has a number of events going on this winter.  

Even if you are not working a large farm, there are workshops 

for gardeners who have small and medium gardens.  The 

MDAR newsletter comes out after the SGN, so it is not always 

possible to get the timely info SGN.  Check the MDAR website. 

 National Grange has a new publication coming out and 

they are looking for subscribers.  Good Day, is a quarterly 

magazine debuting in February 2017. It is a print publication, 

and the subscription rate if $14 per year.  They are encourag-

ing each Grange to get a subscription, and perhaps one for 

your local library.  Any Grange member may subscribe to the 

magazine. 

 National Grange also has an E-newsletter, Patrons Chain, 

which you can read by going to the National Grange website. 
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 Overall, what we need most from our Grange communi-

ty is for Grangers to get out into the community, tell people 

about Grange and meet the needs in their community in the 

name of DO·ing.  We would love the hear and post your suc-

cess stories, but more than anything, we need you to tell peo-

ple about the campaign while helping your community.    

 You are ambassadors for Grange and for this move-

ment, so we need your involvement more than ever over this 

next year. We will make materials and ideas available for you 

and your Granges/members this year and need you to get in-

volved in your communities now more than ever, both as an 

individual and as a Grange.    

 We aim to get people off the couch and involved in 

something that will better their lives and the lives of people 

around them, and we believe this can be done through com-

munity service and participation in civic organization.  So, get 

out there, be creative, think outside of the box, and be a 

DO·er.  We canôt wait to see what you are DO·ing this year!   

Here is a list of things you can do to get involved with the Iôm a 

DO·er campaign this year.   
 

1. Follow us on Social Media   

a. This is first and foremost.  We will be posting almost every-

thing to our website and social media (What we are doing, 

where Betsy is, stories about what people are doing, etc.)   

b. Following us on social media will keep you connected to 

the latest information about the campaign and Betsyôs tour.  

c.  All links to social media are on the www.jointhedoers.org 

website.   
 

2. Use social media graphics   

a. We will be sending out social media graphics every couple 

of months for the campaign that you can use on your 

stateôs social media for the Grange.  These will be graphics 

you can post to advertise the campaign or use to show 

what your grange is doing in the community.   
 

3. Have a State project   

a. Come up with a project for all Granges in your state to par-

take in during the 2017 year.   
Continued next page 
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b. Create your own campaign under the umbrella of the Iôm a 

DO·er campaign and participate in the project during 2017.  

Be sure to let us know what your project is so we can adver-

tise what your Granges are doing!   

 

4. Follow Betsyôs tour  a. Follow where Betsy is around the 

country and listen to her speeches for more ideas.  We will be 

posting some soundbites onto social media (highlights) so fol-

lowing us is extremely important.   

 

5. Send us ideas and progress   

a. Send the National Grange any questions you may have 

about what you can DO, what you are planning on DO·ing   

b. Also, send us progress about projects that are going suc-

cessfully and any question you have that could make your 

projects more successful  

c. Also, send us progress is you have a spike in membership to   

your Granges or anything that is very successful throughout 

the year   

 

6. Host a fundraiser for the Iôm a DO·er campaign  a. You can 

also host a fundraiser in the name of the Iôm a DO·er campaign   

 

7. Tell people about it   

a. You can always advertise the campaign (personally and 

through grange social media) to increase knowledge and 

help us spread the word about the campaign and Betsyôs 

tour over this next year   

b. Any posts on social media could be reposted or shared by 

us to help spread the word. This could get us and your 

grange more recognition through shared audiences.   

 

8. Be Creative!  

a. This is one of the most important ones.   

b. Think outside the box and let us know what you are doing. 

Asking your members for ideas on how you can creatively 

impact your community. We want to inspire you to do more 

than usual this year and try to impact your community as 

creatively as possible.   Continued next page 
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c. Get Grangers involved in idea making process   

d. Post everything to social media and keep us in the loop.   

    You may end up in a ñIôm a Doerò newsletter or social media 

     post!   
 

9. Ask us questions   

a. Feel free to ask us any questions you may have. Also, if 

you need ideas or suggestions of things you can do we will 

be happy to help.   

b. Look to our social media for ideas and to see what others 

are doing around the country   
 

10. Listen to Grange Radio   

a. On Grange Radio, will be advertising about the Iôm a DO·er 

campaign a little and letting people know how they can get 

involved as well as broadcasting parts of Betsyôs speeches 

while she is on tour. Listening to Grange Radio could result 

in your hearing a good speech, interview or hearing some 

ideas on how you could get involved in your community.   
 

11. Connect with other organizations   

a. Contact other organizations who are large in your area and 

see if there is anything you can partner with them on this 

year to help the community (fundraising projects, events, 

etc.)   

b. See if a partnership can greater benefit the community.   

c. Do this for multiple organizations in the area d. Mobilize 

your granges to get out there and seek opportunities to im-

pact their communities while educating people about what 

Grange is.   
 

12. DO Something   

a. The most important part of this campaign is that you do 

something this next year. Get out into your communities, 

see what the need is, and do what you can to meet it.   

b. Document what you are DO·ing, (photo, video, write article, 

etc.), but most of all, do it  

c. This campaign is only as successful as the people and pro-

jects that participate in its name, so we need you to get out 

there and make an impact!   
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From the Master’s Desk 
 The seed catalogs have arrived, which will give us a 

welcomed diversion to the winter weather. Just as we plan for 

successful gardens, let also work to strengthen and promote 

our Granges. There are many resources available to assist 

you in your efforts to extend the influence, promote the wel-

fare and advance the interests of the Grange.  

 The State Secretary and I will be conducting a training 

sessions for secretaries and executive committee members. 

The focus of the meetings will be on fulfilling the duties of 

those offices and the proper reporting of your statistics to the 

State Grange. There will be a Pomona Grange forum on April 

29 to discuss the purpose of the Pomona Grange and how to 

best fulfill the objectives determined at this meeting. I look for-

ward to working with representatives from all Granges at 

these important meetings. 

 Outreach and community service are an integral part in 

the work of a Grange. Hopefully your Grange has included a 

community service project in your yearly program. There are 

opportunities for your Grange to be recognized at the State 

and National level for your involvement in the community. 

Please consult the Mass. State Grange Program Handbook 

for information on these programs. 

 Community service is a major requirement to obtain the 

Distinguished Grange Award from the National Grange. This 

past year we had seven Granges receive this honor. I know 

that there are more Granges that can qualify this award. The 

requirements and application will be on the Massachusetts 

State Grange website. 

 I thank Uxbridge Grange for hosting the first State 

Grange Officerôs visitation. It was a great meeting, informative 

and entertaining, with good fellowship enjoyed by all. We will 

continue the visits in March. Watch for details in the February 

issue of the State Grange News. 

 Wishing you all the best for a productive and gratifying 

year in the Grange and in all your endeavors. 

 

        George 
  



7 

 

Lecturer’s Column 

Continued next page 

 Do you consider the Grange as one of your hobbies?  

According to the Merriam-Webster Dictionary, hobby is defined 

as ñan interest or activity engaged in for pleasure.  Whether it 

is serving the community, rallying around members and non-

members in need, enjoying a program, or chatting with fellow 

Brothers and Sisters, the pleasure we have in the Grange 

makes it easy to continue this hobby year after year. 

January is appropriately designated as National Hobby Month.  

New Yearôs resolutions often involve pledging to improve oneôs 

life in some respect and/or spend more time on a hobby or 

begin a new one.  The Grange offers an opportunity to share 

your hobbies or new ones you have an interest in trying 

through its contests. 
 

Grange Showcase Extravaganza 

If playing a musical instrument, singing, telling stories, gymnas-

tics, dancing, martial arts, public speaking, sign language, and 

baking are among your hobbies, then your fellow Brothers and 

Sisters would love to see you on stage at the Boylston Town 

House, 599 Main St. (Rt. 70), Boylston, on Sunday, April 2nd at 

1:00 p.m.  Now is the time to begin your plans to enter the tal-

ent, public speaking, sign-a-song contests sponsored by the 

Lecturer and Youth Departments, and the Home & Community 

Serviceôs Bake-Off.  Adults and Juniors are both invited to en-

ter their respective contests.  Check out the rules for the Talent 

Contest on page 15.   If you are not able to enter the contests, 

plan to attend the Extravaganza to enjoy the afternoonôs enter-

tainment.   Also, the final match of the Grange Family Chal-

lenge between the Northeast and Central regions will be held 

that day.   Lots of fun in store at this spring event! 
 

Contests 

If your hobbies include art, writing, or photography, then you 

may want to review the rules and topics for this yearôs contests 

in the Lecturerôs section of the State Grange Program Hand-

book.  Winter is sure to offer opportunities for capturing an intri-

guing picture or expressing your feelings through art.  On days 

you would rather be indoors, reflecting and writing a poem on 

school days, an essay about ñMy First Trip to a Sporting 

Eventò, or a skit may occupy your time.  If these activities are 
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not part of your list of hobbies already, you may want to cele-

brate National Hobby Month by giving one of these a try.   We 

always have a great display at State Session, but wouldnôt it be 

wonderful, if I had to ask for an additional table to accommo-

date more entries? 
 

This past yearôs 3rd place poem,  

written by Cal Chase of Dunstable Grange #31: 
 

My Rooster 
 

My rooster awoke at 3:30 AM today, 

To him, he has an important job to convey. 

He must stand upon the highest fence and say 

óTis going to be a fine and glorious day.ò 
 

I awaken to his crowing without delay 

For I have much to accomplish this day. 

I dress and seek to do my early chores, 

ñMy, this day is a little brisk to be outdoors.ò 
 

There is ice in the buckets and frost on the valley, 

I feed the calves, muck out and bed down the stalls and alley, 

I return for breakfast, now that my wife is ready, 

Pancakes, bacon, and coffee will keep me steady. 
 

The sun rises after a hearty breakfast is had, 

The dayôs farm work looks easy, not too bad. 

That damn rooster will get a shotgun blast, 

If he doesnôt get the hint that the  

  next 3:30 AM call will be the last! 

  

Visitation Program 

         Have you started documenting visits to other Granges on 

the bright orange card?  If your Grange has at least two mem-

bers attending a meeting of any other Grange in the state, 

simply obtain the signature of the Master, Lecturer, or Secre-

tary while you are there.  Visitation forms returned to me by 

September 1st will be reviewed in awarding prizes based upon 

the size of your Grange. 
 

The Dictionary Project 

          The Grange supports The Dictionary Project through its 

Word for Thirds program.  If your Grange has not participated 

in this program and would like some information, including if Continued next page 
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the school(s) in your community is/are in need of a sponsor, 

visit www.dictionaryproject.org.  If the third grade is not availa-

ble, then your members could consider providing thesauruses 

for fourth graders.  To help Granges implement the program, 

National Grange has a packet of materials, 

www.nationalgrange.org/dictionary-program-materials. 

 
Letôs Meet é.. Barbara and Allan Gaspar 

 When named Mr. & Mrs. Grange in 2014, a long list of 

accomplishments were read for this couple, from officer and 

committee responsibilities on many levels of the Grange.  Bar-

bara joined Rowley Grange at age 16 and has held many offic-

es during the years, including Secretary for 58 years, Master, 

and Jr. Grange Matron.  She is presently Overseer; however, 

looking back over the years, Barbara says the office she en-

joyed the most was Lecturer.  She has written many programs 

which are still used on many occasions.  Many summers were 

spent at a farm they owned in Surry, Maine.  As Lecturer in Ar-

butus Grange, she had a fantastic time writing the 75-year cel-

ebration.   Reflecting upon a funny memory, Barbara quips, 

ñProbably the night we had a belly dancer.  Our guests were 

several State Officers!ò  

 Barbara, with her first husband, Edward, were named 

Young Couple of the Year in the late 50ôs.   In 1968 they were 

Mr. and Mrs. Granger.  Ed passed away in 1977.  Barbara has 

also served as a Junior Grange Deputy at the State Level. 

 Under Barbaraôs leadership on the Community Service 

Committee, Rowley Grange has received many awards on the 

State and National levels.  The Grange has worked with 

churches, other organizations, and anyone that may need as-

sistance.  The Trading Stamps for a Fire Truck campaign in-

volved collecting S & H Green Stamps to purchase a fire truck.  

 For the last five years, Rowley Grange has prepared a 

luncheon (or a supper according to the WAA schedule) for the 

óVeterans Honor Paradeô, the convoy from Maine to Arlington 

National Cemetery for the óWreaths Across Americaô project.  

Barbara was the catalyst to getting Rowley Grange involved 

with the Wreaths Across America. 

 Allan is a Past Master of Beverly and Rowley Granges, 

as well as Chebacco Pomona. (Chebacco Pomona, Friendship 

Pomona, and Essex County Pomona merged several years Continued next page 
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ago to become Heritage Pomona.) On the state level, he is a 

Past General Deputy, Special Deputy, and a former member of 

the Veterans Memorial Committee.  He is currently on Row-

leyôs Executive Committee. Allan has also served on the Row-

ley Grange Building Committee, and the Sarah W. Peabody 

Scholarship Fund, established by Rowley Grange. 

 In nominating the Gaspars for Mr. & Mrs. Grange, State 

Musician Brian Carr wrote, ñThey are always willing to share 

their stories and skills with younger members.  Brother Allan 

was fittingly selected as the first recipient of the Youth Mentor 

Award.  Their commitment to service, dedication to the Order, 

and hard work and perseverance are an example to the young 

members of the Grange.ò 

 The Gaspars list their favorite thing to do in the Grange 

is make people happy, but that carries over to all areas of their 

lives.   For the past ten years, they have been pen pals with 

students in the Pine Grove School.  Also, they take great pride 

in having completed one item on their bucket list – making 

their family happy.   

 Grange is a long-standing tradition for Barbaraôs family.  

Her parents were active in the mid-1900s, especially during 

WWII,  her two daughters are active, and her grandsons are 

also members.  Barbaraôs mom was a great influence on her, 

demonstrating continual efforts to keep everyone busy and 

helping with all Grange projects. 

 For Barbara and Allan, the best part of being members of 

the Grange are the many friends they have made over the 

years while working with the Junior, Subordinate, Pomona and 

State Grange.  Barbara sums it up, ñAs we try to remember our 

70 years of membership, Allan and I will always know that we 

have done our ógood and faithfulô service to the organization 

called the Grange.ò 

 
 

Grange Quote of the Month:  ñAnd when the ripened fruits 

and falling leaves of Autumn give place to Winter, as Husband-

men and Matrons – Patrons of Husbandry, indeed – we can 

enter into the enjoyment of that rest from physical labor which 

gives us leisure for mental and social culture; and which, in our 

Order, brings us into that circle where unbounded confidence 

prevails, and where the welfare of each is bound up in the 

good of all.  Let us treasure up the lessons we have learned, Continued next page 
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Hello From the Youth Committee 
Happy New Year from the Youth Committee.  

 It's going to be a very busy year for the youth.  The next 

Youth Association meeting is January 8th in Dunstable at 2:00. 

This will be Election of Officers.  The other meetings will be 

March 5 at Guiding Star, and May 7 at Dartmouth.  

 The bowling tournament will be on March 12th at noon, 

at the Bayberry Lanes in Spencer. We hope that each Grange 

will consider having a team this year. More information will be 

out soon.  Hope to see you all in January at the meeting in 

Dunstable.  

Fraternally,  

Lu Ann Belseth & Tracee Perkins, Youth Directors 

both by successes and failures, plan wisely and hopefully for 

the future, and strive to make our lives as harmoniously beau-

tiful and bountiful as are the works of Natureôs God.ò (Master, 

Fourth Degree) 
 

 With the arrival of 2017, let us strive to enhance our per-

sonal lives and resolve to work with our Brothers and Sisters in 

enriching our Granges and communities. 
 

  Happy New Yearé.. 

      Janet Segur 

Get Your Grange Involved in 
Agriculture Education! 
 The New Year is a great time to think about ways you and 

your Grange can do new things to help your local community. 

Have you considered participating in an agriculture education 

project this year? There are many ways your Grange can get 

involved, even with limited funds.  

 The State Grange has partnered with Massachusetts Ag-

riculture in the Classroom (MAC) to help fund their work edu-

cating classroom teachers about how to teach agriculture-

related topics to their students and by funding grants to schools Continued next page 
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for agricultural projects. MACôs website has some great tools 

that you can share with your local schools and help engage 

classrooms in your community in agriculture education. 
  
 Some ways you can take advantage of these resources 

to help your community include: 

¶ Donate Massachusetts Agriculture calendars to each 

teacher in your local school. These calendars are sold 

by MAC and feature Massachusetts farms and farm 

products, and they provide teaching tips and re-

sources for educators.  

¶ Encourage your local school to apply for a MAC mini-

grant to fund agricultural programs at the school. Ex-

amples of past grant winners were projects for devel-

oping a school garden, a classroom cranberry bog, a 

school greenhouse, and caring for eggs and hatching 

chickens. Consider providing volunteers from your 

Grange to assist the school with their project. 

¶ Share MAC lesson plans with local teachers and pro-

vide volunteers to help with agricultural lessons in a 

school in your community.  

¶ Sponsor a teacher to attend an upcoming MAC con-

ference for teachers to help them learn new ideas for 

teaching about agriculture. 
 

 Information on all of these MAC programs and resources 

are available on their website at http://

www.aginclassroom.org/. Share this information with local 

teachers and explore the website yourself to get ideas for how 

your Grange can use MAC resources to encourage agricultural 

education in your schools. 

 Donôt forget that your Grange can also do other projects 

in the community that are not related to the schools. Grants 

are available from the State Grange for projects such as 

providing public agricultural workshops at your Grange, host-

ing an Ag Day featuring speakers and demonstrations, and 

sponsoring community gardens. There are many options for 

the types of programs that can be funded by this grant. As long 

as the program is centered around agriculture education and 

involves the community (not just Grange members) you can 

apply for grant funds for your project.  Continued next page 
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Make agriculture education a focus for your Grange in 2017! 

If you have questions or need help with ideas for your pro-

gram, contact a member of the State Grange Agriculture Ed-

ucation Committee. To learn more about the State Grangeôs 

Agriculture Education initiatives, including programs we 

sponsor and information on the grant program, visit http://

massgrange.org/agricultural-education.html.  

Grangers Serve 250 people at 

Wreaths Across America Supper  
 Grangers from Rowley, Beverly and Laurel Grange 

served a spaghetti and meatball supper to 250 veterans and 

caravan members at the WAA stop at the Topsfield Fair-

grounds.  This is the 5th year that the East Coast caravan 

stopped at the fair grounds and the 5th year that Rowley 

Grange was asked to coordinate the meal.  Working closely 

with the event staff of the Topsfield Fair,  as well as the 

Topsfield Fire Dept, the event has grown over the past 5 

years.  This year was the largest group. 

 Wreaths Across America makes a number of stops on 

the way to Arlington National Cemetery.  Many of the stops 

are at local schools to promote the motto of ñRemember, 

Honor, and Teach.ò 

 At Arlington, the caravans are met by volunteers to 

help put wreaths on the graves.  This year  December 17th 

was designated as Wreaths Across America day, a time 

when the wreaths are placed.  As each wreath is placed up-

on a grave, the name of the soldier/veteran is said.  It was 

reported that 200,000 wreaths were placed at Arlington with 

the help of 40,000 volunteers. 

 Wreaths Across America also sends wreath to many 

other cemeteries including the National Memorial Cemetery 

of the Pacific (the Punch Bowl creator) near Pearl Harbor. 
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MDAR has Several  Events Scheduled 

for January 
·     — January 6 - The New England Vegetable and Berry 

Growersô Association & Cooperative Extension 593rd Growersô 

Meeting 

·      — January 10 - February 28 - UMass Vegetable Winter 

School Offers Workshops for Farm Owners, Managers and 

Employees 

·      — January 11 - UMass Extension - Greenhouse Manage-

ment and Production for 2017 

·      — January 14 - NOFA Winter Conference 

 

USDA to Expand Targeted Conservation Effort 

for Wildlife on Farm and Forest Lands 
  The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) is adding 

dozens of new target species to Working Lands for Wildlife 

(WLFW), the agencyôs targeted, science-based effort to help 

landowners restore and protect habitat for declining species on 

farms and working forests. NRCS provides technical and fi-

nancial help to agricultural producers and forest land owners 

to plan and implement conservation practices that benefit 

these target species. 

 One of the new projects nationwide focuses on restoring 

and protecting wetland habitats for Blandings, wood, and spot-

ted turtles – all considered at-risk by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 

Service – in New England and New York. The turtles need a 

range of wetland and stream habitat. 

  Massachusetts landowners can help the turtles by re-

storing and protecting wetlands, managing healthy riparian ar-

eas and stream corridors, and improving grazing 

and forestry operations. NRCS staff will work with 

Bay State farmers, land owners and managers to 

restore wetlands and associated uplands on agri-

cultural and forested lands that support these tur-

tles. To learn how to apply, landowners should 

contact their local USDA service center.   

  

For more infor-

mation on these 

events, go to the 

MDAR website. 
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State Talent Contest 
 

There will be three classes in the State Talent Contest: Vocal, 
Instrumental, and Variety Acts.   

 

Participants do not have to be Grange members to par-
ticipate in the State Contest. However, the Repre-
sentative to the National Grange Evening of Ex-
cellence must be a Grange member. 

 

There is no restriction on the number of persons taking 
part. 

 

Taped accompaniment for vocal acts must be instrumen-
tal with only minor additional background voice.  No 
taped accompaniment for instrumental acts. 

 

The act should be at least 2 minutes long, but no longer 
than 6 minutes. Two points per minute or portion 
thereof will be deducted from the total points for all 
performances going overtime. 

 

Scorecard:  The following scorecard will be used:  
Stage Presence - 15 points 

Appropriateness of Dress or Costume - 5 points 
Preparation and Skill of Presentation - 60 points 

Suitability of Number - 15 points 
Audience Appeal - 5 points 
Total Points 100 points 

 

Cash prizes and ribbons will be awarded. 
The act deemed to be the representative to the National 
Grange Evening of Excellence will also represent 
Massachusetts in the NE Regional Talent Showcase.   

A person chosen to be the representative to the Na-
tional Grange Evening of Excellence shall not be 
eligible to represent Massachusetts for the next 
three years. 

 
 

Junior Grange Talent Contest 
 

 There will also be a Talent Contest for Junior Grange 
members. There will be two age groups: up to age 9 and those 
age 10 and over, as of January 1

st
 of the contest year. Rules 

are the same as for the State Talent Contest, including the time 
limitations. A Subordinate Grange member may serve as ac-
companist to a vocal act. Cash prizes and ribbons will be 
awarded. 
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     Editorôs note:  This is part 2 of the article submitted by David 

Callinie, Master of Guiding Star Grange #1.  As it was originally 

his report to his Grange on the Session, it has been edited by 

SGN.  

 RecognitionéIt came to me that when people in the 

Grange family accomplish various tasks they are recognized 

usually with a token of some kind. Especially in the youth pro-

gram the children are publicly recognized for the work that 

might interest them - painting, drawing, dancing, building things, 

delivering speeches, the list goes on, all of these are among the 

activities that are recognized by various awards. I think that 

having the children and adults seen this way in the community 

brings out the best in us and them.  

 4.What I learned: one of the points of information that 

may be generally known but somehow it escaped registering in 

my brain- the Pomona Grange is the body that chiefly works on 

legislation. I imagine that the Pomona Grange meeting is sup-

posed to be dedicated to dealing with the subordinate Grangeôs 

common legislative issues. Something like that. I guess the 

chain is that we may craft a resolution then the Pomona Grange 

considers and may refine the idea of the resolution. So the 

Granges should/could submit much more to the Pomona. Per-

haps one of our members could actually clarify this process. 

 I am very interested in the programs for children and 

youth. ! Also I heard about a program - The Envirothon. Sounds 

interesting but I didnôt have time to find out more. Thank you 

brothers and sisters for the opportunity to represent our 

Grange. 

 Respectfully and Fraternally, 

David Cantieni 

Master: Guiding Star Grange #1 

 

  

 

Impressions of MA State Grange from 
a First Time Delegate/Attendee Part 2 
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Thinking of You….. 

In Memoriam 

Helen Gorzocoski  Boxborough #131 

Tekla Budukiewicz      New Braintree #170 

Stephaine Wesgan   Uxbridge #200 

Mary Moffit     Uxbridge #200 

Eleanor Jacques    Uxbridge #200 

Anna Lavoie    Sterling #53 

Eleanor Mariano    Groton #7 

Take time to write a note or send a card 

so that our Grange friends know we are 

thinking of them. 

Corey Spence and Christopher Dean 

139 Main Street 

Rockport, MA  01966 

(Coreyôs grandmother passed away) 

Welcome to New Members 
Disa K. Johnson  Hanover #206 

Ian M. Falcone  Hanover #206 

Susan Huettner  Petersham #95 

Clinton Shaw  Petersham #95 

Lynn Shaw   Petersham #95 

 

Membership Recognitions 
50 years  

Maureen OôMara          Williamstown #366 
 

55 years 

Rebecca Bates McArthur      Norwell #410 

Susan Bernardy          Williamstown #366 
 

60 years 

Merideth Jean Eldeb          Norwell #410 
 

70 years 

Barbara Gaspar           Rowley #204 

Just Be Nice…… 
 These 3 words have become so 

important in our world.  After a not so al-

ways nice presidential campaign, they 

have become more important in our 

communities especially our schools. 

      The idea started with George Mason 

in Tampa Florida, and he printed up a 

few thousand bumper stickers that said 

ñJust Be Nice.ò Then he passed thme 

out.  Were they ever popular! 

George passed away in 2008 and his 

daugthers have now taken the helm of 

his non-profit.  Check out the ñJust be 

Niceò website for the complete story. 

2017 has arrived. 

Letõs make it a 

great year! 
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The PATRON Award  

 
Use this Documentation Form to show how you accomplished each of the above criteria during the Contest period 

of 
November 1, 2016 to June 30, 2017. Send this form along with any supporting documentation by August 1, 2017 to 
the State Grange Lecturer, Janet Segur, 26 Glenwood Place, Rutland, MA 01543-2005  /  jsegur55@gmail.com 

(Use the back of form, if more space is needed.) 
 

Name__________________________ Grange Name & Number____________________ Date________________ 

Passion: Subordinate Granges I have visited (3 or more)  

 1. Name: __________________________Grange #________ Date: __________ 

 2. Name: __________________________Grange #________ Date: __________                    

 3. Name: __________________________Grange #________ Date: __________                    

 4. Name: __________________________Grange #________ Date: __________ 
 

Activity:  One State Grange-sponsored contest & two or more Grange-sponsored activities I have participated in:        

    A) Grange Contest:_______________________Date:_______ Describe your participation: _____________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

1) Grange Activity:_______________________Date:_______ Describe your participation: 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________   

2) Grange Activity:_______________________Date:_______ Describe your participation:_______________ 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________  
3) Grange Activity (extra):_____________________Date:_______ Describe your participation:___________ 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________________ 

Tradition:  Attendance at my local Subordinate meetings: Meetings held: #______ I attended # ________ 

Recruitment: New or reinstated Grange member. Name: _____________________ Date joined: ________ 

Originality: Program I presented:________________________ Place:__________________ Date:_______        

     Recreation:___________________________________________________________________________ 

     Inspiration: ___________________________________________________________________________ 

     Music:   ______________________________________________________________________________ 

     Education: ____________________________________________________________________________ 

Networking:  Grange Activity or Event Name: _________________________________Date: ___________ 

 How I publicized it:  _______________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

Passion Visit at least three other Subordinate Granges 

Activity Participate in at least two Grange-sponsored activities & one Grange-sponsored contest 

Tradition Attend at least 75% of your Subordinate Grange meetings 

Recruit-
ment 

Recruit at least one new or reinstated member for your Grange 

Originality Present a program with 3 elements of ñRIMEò (recreation, inspiration, music, education) 

Network-
ing 

Publicize at least one of your Grange activities or events 



19 

 

2016-17 Distinguished Grange Program  

Application and  Guidelines 
 

 The Distinguished Grange program honors \Subordinate 

and State Granges that fulfill there responsibilities as part of 

the National  Grange, while excelling in areas of membership, 
fundraising and service to their communities. 

 The award for being named a Distinguished Grange is 

presented annually at the National Grange Convention.  The 

2016-2017 Distinguished Granges will be honored for their 

work done from July 1, 2016 through June 30, 2017.  The 

postmark deadline to submit your materials to be considered 

for Distinguished Grange is August 13, 2017 for paper submis-

sions and August 17, 2017 for electronic submissions via our 

website at www.nationalgrange.org/distinguished.  Application 

received after this deadline will not be awarded Distinguished 

Grange. 

 Distinguished Granges will be honored at a special re-

ception and will be recognized in the annual convention pro-

gram. They will receive a certificate to commemorate their 

achievement.  Granges that qualify as a Distinguished Grange 

for five consecutive years will receive  a plaque for their Hall. 

 Granges that wish to become a Distinguished Grange 

should complete the application and submit online at 

www.nationalgrange.org/distinguished OR send a paper copy 

to National Grange. 

       ÒÒÒÒÒÒÒÒÒÒÒÒÒÒ 

 The SGN has a ñworksheet copyò of the application and 

the requirements included in this issue.   These guidelines can 

help a Grange direct its community service programs and the 

awareness of its presence in the community.  The National 

Master, Betsy Huber, has said that Granges need to get out of 

their halls and work with and within the community.  This is 

something that Massachusetts Granges have know for years.  

Why not take that step in 2017 is you havenôt already?  Poten-

tial new members are just waiting around the corner to meet 

their newest friends, Grange members.  If you are already a 

Grange that gets out in your community, make sure that SGN 

hears about it! 
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A quick look at the requirements for the  

2016-2017 Distinguished Grange.  

Required 

____ Submit completed Grange Profile and Census Forms. 
 

____ Submit all quarterly reports on time to your State Grange (State Grange must 

provide verification email or letter to you). 
 

____ Remit all dues to your State Grange on time (State Grange must provide verifi-
cation email or letter to you). 

 

____ Send Delegate(s) to State Grange Convention. 
 
Name_____________________________________Title______________ 

Name____________________________________ Title_______________ 

____ Send at least two Subordinate Grange Officers or Members to another Nation-
al Grange, State Grange or regional event. 

 
Name ____________________________________Title______________ 

Event______________________________________________________ 

Name____________________________________ Title ______________ 

Event______________________________________________________ 

_____ Submit a community service report to your state. 

_____ Hold a Grange DO-ers Event. Attach description (including date, etc.) 

In addition to completing all the requirements above, you must complete 

some or all of the following, with points adding to 125 or more in order to 

qualify as a Distinguished Grange. 

    

 Ã ADDITIONAL 5 POINTS: Submit your application online and receive extra 

credit. (5 pts.) 
 

  Ã Attend a public meeting as a Grange or host a forum with public officials 

for your community to attend or hold a legislative event, candidate forum, Grangers 

Organized to Vote event or make at least one legislative issue contact with a public 

official on the local, state or national level. (10 pts.) 
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   Ã Provide plan for your 150th Birthday celebration event planned for  

  December 1-4, 2017. (15 pts.) 
 

   Ã Provide at least two brief updates by email per year to the National 
Grange Communications Department for possible inclusion in the National 
Grange newsletter or magazine, Good Day! (10 pts.) 

 

       Ã Ensure at least one member from your Grange submits a quality digital photo 
by email to the National Grange Communications Department for potential inclusion 
in the National Grange newsletter, social media or magazine, Good Day! Make sure 
you include a release form. (10 pts.) 

 

     Ã  Submit at least one recording for Grange Radio. (10 pts.) 

 

   Ã Host at least one Youth and/or Young Adult event/community service event.    

          (10 pts.)    Attach information about the event(s). 
 

   Ã Host a State Junior Event or Junior 1+ event or community service event.  

           (10 pts.)  Attach information about the event(s). 
 

   Ã Present a Lecturerôs Program in a Box and submit a LPIAB Recognition Form. 
(10 pts.) 

 

  Ã Net gain in membership. (15 pts.) 
 

   Ã Net gain in affiliated Junior Grange or Junior 1+ members. (15 pts.) 
 

   Ã Invite a Youth from another Grange to speak at a meeting or an FFA or 4-H 
member to present. (10 pts.) 
 

   Ã Provide at least one press clip showing you are publicizing your Grange, 
Grange events or have a good relationship with your local press. (5 pts.) 
 

   Ã Host/organize at least three community service or educational events. (10 pts.) 
Provide information on each event. 
 

   Ã Hold an open house/public Grange event to introduce the organization to your 
community, engage in conversation about what the loss of organizations like ours or 
lack of civic engagement means for the community and participate in the DO·ers 
campaign. (15 pts.) 

Provide a description about the event and community attendance/reactions. 
 

   Ã Get the local government officials to recognize the Grange for Grange 
Month. (5 pts.) 
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  Ã Present a resolution to your State Grange on something other than 
Grange Growth or Grange Law. (5 pts.) 

 

   Ã Update your grange.org website with at least meeting time, day and location 
and contact information for at least one officer OR contact the National Grange to 
have your grange.org website forward to your present website. Site must also include 
at least a few paragraphs about your Grangeôs mission or service to the community/
relevance. You are encouraged to connect it to your social media accounts, pictures 
of your Grange in action and messages from your Grange officers or committee 
chairs. (If you have done this in previous years, thanks! You can count it again.)  

(10 pts.) 

 

   Ã Honor veterans with a Patriotôs Program or nominate a veteran for a Quilt of 
Valor and host the award ceremony. (10 pts.) 

 

   Ã Ensure that at least three members of your Grange have subscriptions to the 
National Grange quarterly magazine, Good Day!. (10 pts.) 

 

   Ã Sponsor or host an event that focuses on health, such as a health fair, 5K, 
blood drive, etc. (10 pts.) 

 

   Ã Participate in at least one State or National Grange contest, program or educa-
tional activity on food security or civic engagement/citizenship before Aug. 1, 2017. 
(15 pts.) 

 

   Ã Contribute at least $100 to the National Grange Building Fund (make checks 
payable to National Grange) or to any fund in the National Grange Foundation (make 
checks payable to Grange Foundation). (10 pts.) 

 

   Ã Provide to membership information on planned giving through programming, 
workshop/lecturerôs event, guest speaker, etc., or have at least one member of your 
Grange attend a State Grange planned giving workshop/lecture. (10 pts.) 

 

   Ã Invite a State or National Grange Officer (other than one who is a member of 
your Grange) to attend one of your activities or meetings – and have them attend. (10 
pts.)  Provide details along with this application about event, attendance and involve-
ment of the officer. 

 

Is Your Grange Ready for the Challenge? 
 

Hint: mark off what you know your  Grange already does,  

and then take a good look at the others.  You may be surprised! 
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Confirmed January Meetings 
January 3 

Rowley Grange #204 

Meeting at Rowley Public Library, Main St. 

Route 1A 

7:00 PM Valentines for Shut-ins 

 

January 5 
Upton Grange #125 
Grange Hall, 26 School St. 
6:00 Dues paying pot luck supper at home of 
Ken Paulson, 67 Ridge Rd., Upton. 
MA Junior Grange #39 invited. 

Regular business meeting to follow.  Penny-A-

Day, Educational Aid, Flora, and Birthday. 

  

January 9 

Holden Grange #78 

Holden Sr. Center, 1130 Main St. 

7:00 PM  Foster Care Night 

 

January 17 

Central Community Grange #22 

Boylston Town House, 599 Main Street, 

Boylston 

7:30 PM  Fun & Games 

 

January 19 

Sterling Grange #53 

Grange Hall, 14 Maple St. 

6:00 PM  Committee work: Event planning 

 

February 2 

Upton Grange #125 

Grange Hall, 26 School St. 

7:30 PM Youth Night by Youth Committee 

Valentines Day ñPenny Saleò, Penny-A-Day, 

Educational Aid, Flora, Birthday. 

 

 

Unconfirmed Meetings  
No January Meeting 

Norfolk Pomona Grange #27 

Hillside Pomona Grange #20 

Minuteman Pomona Grange #16 

Bedford Grange #283 

Bay Path Pomona #9 

Worcester Central Pomona #7 

Pittsfield Grange #14 

Franklin Worcester Pomona #4 
 

January 3 

Central Community Grange #22 

Boylston Town House, 599 Main 

Street, Boylston 

7:30 PM  Business meeting 
 

Norfolk Grange #135 

Norfolk Grange Hall,  

28 Rockwood Road 

Noon: Turkey Dinner 

Program: Dictionary Project 

2:00 PM Business meeting 
 

Petersham Grange #95 

Orthodox  Congregational Church 

21 North Main St.  

7:30 PM Husbandry of Resources 

January 3 continued 

Charlton Grange #92 

Grange Hall, 10 Main St.  

7:30 PM Reminiscing  
 

Norfolk Grange #35 

Grange Hall, 28 Rockwood Rd. 

7:00 PM Business meeting 

 

January 4 

Williamstown Grange #366 

671 Cold Spring Rd, (Sheep Hill) 

7:30 PM Old Man Winter 

 

January 5 

Acushnet Grange #285 

Grange Hall, 1121 North Main St. 

7:30 PM meeting  Snow? 
 

Bradford Grange #238 

Trinity Lutheran Church  

27 White St., Haverhill 

7:30 PM Business Meeting 

January 6 

Prescott Grange #73 

Grange Hall, 12 Park St. Pepperell 

7:00 PM Business meeting 

 

January 9 

West Stockbridge Grange #246 

Stockbridge Grange Hall,  

51 Church St., Stockbridge 

7:30 PM  Regular meeting 

Bingo 
 

Hinsdale Grange #19 

Town Hall, 39 South Street 

7:30 PM New Years Program 

Country Store 
 

January 10 

Dudley Grange #163 

Grange Hall, Center Rd. 

7:00 PM Business meeting, place to 

be decided. 
 

Groton Grange #7 

Grange Hall, 80 Champney St. 

7:00 PM Business meeting 

Program to be announced 
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Unconfirmed Meetings  
January 10 continued 

North Orange Grange #86 

Community Church of North Orange 

and Tully, 48 Main St. Orange 

6:00 PM Winter Picnic and Comfort 

Caps Workbee 
 

Anawan-Oakton Grange #221 

Grange Hall, 243 Winthrop St. 

Rehoboth 

7:00 PM Share family traditions 
 

January 11 

Rochester Grange #257 

Grange Hall, 205 Hartley Rd. 

7:30 PM New Yearôs Program 
 

New Braintree Grange #170 

New Braintree Congo. Church, 

Hardwick & Oakham Rds. 

7:30 PM  Horse Sense 
 

January 12 

Boxborough Grange #131 

Boxborough Town Hall, 29 Middle 

Rd, Grange Room 

8:00 PM Business Meeting 

Fire Safety guest speaker 
 

Berkshire North Pomona #6 

@ Williamstown 

6:30 PM Covered dish supper 

7:30 PM Letôs get creative. 
 

January 13 

Dunstable Grange #31 

Dunstable Town Hall 

8:00 PM Happy New Year 

Bring non-perishable items for the 

food pantry. 
 

Stockbridge Grange #295 

15 Church St., Stockbridge 

7:30 PM  New Years Program 

 

January 14 

Heritage Pomona #2 

Laurel Grange Hall, 21 Garden St., 

West Newbury 

3:30 PM Pizza and a Movie 

 

January 16 

Dracut Grange #216 

Dracut Historical Society 

Lakeview Ave 

7:30 PM  Building Assoc. meeting, 

Wishful Thinking 

January 24 

North Orange Grange #86 

Community Church of North Orange 

and Tully, 48 Main St. Orange 

7:30 PM Business meeting 
 

Anawan Oakton Grange #221 

Snow date (see January 10) 

 

January 28 

Bay State Pomona Grange #33 

Anawan Grange Hall, Junc. Rte. 44 

and 118, Rehoboth 

12:00 Lunch 

1:00 Bay State Pomona 68th Anniv. 

 

February 1  

East Freetown Grange #307 

Meet at Masterôs home 

7:00 PM Valentineôs Party 

 

February 2 

Acushnet Grange #285 

Grange Hall, 1121 North Main St. 

7:30 PM meeting  Presidents theme 

 

February 7 

Dartmouth Grange #162 

Patrons Hall, 1133 Fisher Rd.,  

Dartmouth 

7:30 PM 

 

From the editor: 

   I am missing the pro-

gram books from the fol-

lowing Pomonas: 

  Worcester Norfolk #10 

  Connecticut Valley  #19 

  Mayflower North #40 
 

  Would the Master of each 

of the above,  please have 

a program book sent 

through snailmail to: 

Ann Prest,  

836 Haverhill St.,  

Rowley, MA 01969 

Thank You. 

January 16 continued 

January 16 or February 20 

Beverly Grange #306 

Hastings House, 14 Oak St.  

Beverly Farms 

7:00 PM Program by  

  Richard Freeman 

 

January 18 

Ponkapoag Grange #231 

Grange Hall 

163 Turnpike St. ,Canton 

7:00 PM Heifer Project 
 

Prescott Grange #73 

Grange Hall, 12 Park St.  

Pepperell 

7:00 PM Game Night,  

Public welcome 
 

Chesterfield Grange #83 

Senior Center/Grange Hall 

Community Center, 400 Main Rd. 

6:30 PM Pot Luck supper 

7:30 PM Dues Paying, and Home 

and Community Service. 
 

West Boxford Grange #140 

Lincoln Hall, 564 Main St. 

7:30 PM Whatôs New? 

 

January 20 

South Middleboro Grange #337 

6:30 PM Pot Luck at home of Tara 

Stuart. Penny Sale 
 

Prescott Grange #73 

Grange Hall, 12 Park St.  

Pepperell 

7:00 PM Business meeting 

 

January 21 

Community Grange #382 

Grange Hall, 47 North St., 

Feeding Hills, MA 

11:45 AM Regular Meeting 

Pay your dues. 

 

January 23 

Berkshire So. Pomona Grange #25 

Stockbridge Grange Hall 

51 Church St., Stockbridge 

7:30 PM Keeping Kitchen Staples 

Fresh. 

 


